
THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF EAST GWILLIMBURY 

BY-LAW NO. 2002- 20 

Being a By-law permitting the setting of 
fires in the T own ofEast Gwillimbury and 

the p recautions to be observed 

WHEREAS the Municipal Act R.S.O., 1990, c. M.45, s. 210, 
pernlits Council to pass by-laws prescribing the times during which fires may be 
set in the open air and the precautions to be observed by persons setting fires: 

NOW T FTEREFORE the Municipal Council of the Town of East 
Gwillimbury ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: 

Part 1 General Provisions 

1) The provisions of this By-law apply to all lands with in the corporate 
limits of the Town of East Gwillimbwy. 

2) No person shall set or maintain a lire, or pem1it one to be set or 
maintained, in the open air without first having obtained the necessary 
fire pennit from the Emergency Services Department of the Town of 
East Gwill imbury. 

3) The Chief Fire Official or his designate is hereby authorized to issue 
fire permits in the fonn set out in Schedule '·A". 

4) Except as noted below, no person shall: 
a) bum or pemlit to be bumed in the open air more than one (I) cubic 

metre of material at any one time; or 
b) set or maintain a fire, or pem1it one to be set or maintained, in the 

open air before sunrise or after sunset on any day without the 
approval of the Chief f ire Official, save and except a recreational 
fire; 

c) set or maintain a fire, or pennit one to be set or maintained, in the 
open air without having the means of extinguislling the fue 
designated in the permit on hand at the site of the fire during the 
entire time the ftre is burning. 

5) No person shall set or maintain a fire, or pemlit one to be set or 
maintained in the open air unless one (I) person eighteen (18) years of 
age or older attends at the site of the fue during the entire time the fire 
is burning. 

6) No person shall set or maintain an uncontained fire in the open such as 
a grass fi.re, or pem1it such a fire to be set or maintained. 

7) No person shall set or maintain a fire, or pennit one to be set or 
maintained, in the open ai r: 

a) on any street, lane, or other public property; or 
b) in front, side or rear yard of any commercial or industrial property 

unless specific approval of the Chief Fire Official or his designate 
is given; or 

c) less than 10 metres (32.8 feet) from any building, strucntre, 
vehicle, hedge, fence constructed of materials that may burn or 
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melt, vehicular roadway, overhead wires, or any obstmction of any 
kind whatsoever that may bum or melt. 

l\o person shall set or maintain a fire, or permit one to be set or 
maintained, in the open air when there is a wind of sufficient strength 
to cause any one or more of the following: 

a) fire to spread through any grass or brush area; or 
b) smoke from the fire to blow across any highway, decreasing 

visibility on the highway; or 
c) any unpleasant odour or smoke from the fire to invade public or 

private property other than that on which the fire is burning, 
causing discomfort to any person on that property. 

9) No person shall set or maintain a fire during rainy or foggy weather or 
at times when the appropriate Federal or Provincial agency has issued 
a smog alert. 

1 0) Notwithstanding any other provision in this By-law, the Chief Fire 
Official or his designate shall issue a fire penni! without charge to any 
bona fide farmer who needs to bLLm vegetable matter or vegetation in 
the open air on fmmlands so long as the farmer can show that he is 
carrying out a routine farming practice. The fire permit shall specify 
the day or days on which the farmer proposes to do the burning and the 
fanner shall notify the Emergency Services Department each day so 
specified in the penmit before he commences with the burning. 

11) All persons setting or maintaining a fire in the open air and any owner 
of any property on which a fire is set or maintained, and which is 
contrary to any provisions of this By-law shall be responsible to put 
out such a fire, and shall be jointly and severally liable for: 

a) any damage to property and/or injury to persons caused by the fire; 
and 

b) all costs incurred by the Town of East Gwillimbury in having any 
Fire Department attend to put out the fire, including the wages of 
firefighting personnel and the cost of operating the firefighting 
vehicles and equipment, and any water usage in connection with 
putting out the fire, or the costs as set out in Schedule "C" attached 
hereto, at the option of the Town. 

The costs refen·ed to in clause (b) shall be the costs as detennined by 
the Town of East Gwillimbury, and which the Town invoices to such 
person and/or owner. The costs are payable within five (5) days after 
the mailing or delivery of the invoice. Any costs not paid by the due 
date will bear interest thereon at a rate of 15% per annum and such 
costs may be added to the collector's roll under d1e name of the owner 
of the lands upon which the fue was set or maintained, and such costs 
may be collected in a like manner as municipal taxes. 

12) No person shall set or maintain any fire involving prohibited materials. 

13) For the purposes of this by-law prohibited material shall include: 

a) industrial materials, such as automobile and truck bodies, tires, oil, 
grease, paint, cloth, rags, plastics, shingles, drywall, insulation, 
painted or treated wood or other materials whose contents include 
any of the above; 

b) animal husbandry refuse, such as animal fecal deposits or manure 
and animal carcasses; 

c) domestic waste such as food scraps, cloth, rags, clothing and 
household plastics; 
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d) flanm1able or combustible liquids or accelerants; 
e) paper or cardboard that may be recycled through the Town of East 

Gwillimbury's recycling program except when used for the 
purpose of starting a fire. 

14) No person shall set or maintain any fire involving materials 
transported to the burn site from any other property other than dry 
seasoned wood brought to the site for the purpose of a recreational 
fire. 

IS) The Chief Fire Official has the right to revoke or withhold a fire 
permit for any Applicant who, in hjs sole opiruon, is not able to meet 
the requirements of this By-law or has previously breached a tem1 or 
terms of thls By-law. 

16) The owner of the property shall be deemed to have permitted a fire to 
be set or maintained on the owner's property, unless the owner can 
prove that the owner did not pemlit it. 

17) Schedules "A", "B" and "C", true copies of which are attached hereto 
and form a part of this By-law are hereby approved. 

Part 2 Recreational Fires 

I) For the purposes of this By-law a recreational fire shall have the 
following regulations: 

a. The fi re may only be betvveen 4 p.m. of one day and !a.m. of 
the following day; 

b. No material other than connnercially produced charcoal, 
briquettes or clean, dry seasoned wood may be btmled; 

c. Recreational burnings shall be confined to non-combustible 
containers or to a pit no larger than 61 centimetres (2 feet) by 
61 centimetres (2 feet) in size. 

d . The dimensions of the fuel being burned shall not be greater 
than the size of the container or fue pit and shall be totally 
confined within the container or pit at all times. 

e. The height of the fuel being burned shall not be greater than 61 
centimetres (2 feet) 

f. The fire pem1it application will note that it is for a recreational 
fue. 

g. All other provisions of this by-law not inconsistent with tllis 
Part shall apply. 

2) A fire that is burning in a steel fire box or barrel with or without a 
screened operung, clay fire pots, ceramic fi re pots, acorn stoves or 
other sinlilar outdoor burrung equipment is deemed to be an open ai r 
recreational fire. 

3) This By-law does not apply to a fire contained entirely withln a fixed 
or portable barbecue for cooking food. 

Part 3 Penalty Provision 

1) Every person who contravenes any provision oftllis By-law is guilty 
of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine as provided under the 
Provincial Offences Act, R.S.O., 1990, c.P.33, as amended, for each 
offence connrutted. 
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Part 4 Repealing Section 

I) That By-law No. 2001- 109 of the Town of East Gwillimbury is hereby 
repealed. 

2) That Schedule "C" of By-law 2002-22, be amended by adding Special 
Fire Burning Permit - $500.00. 

ENACTED AND PASSED this 18th day oH•larch, 2002. 

&~~---D JaJllCi.Young. Mt5 

~~4/<t;:a.A( ~4c;; McDonald, Director of Corporate Services/ 
Municipal Clerk 



sr.HEDULE "A" 
THE MUNICIPAL CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF EAST GWILLIMBURY 

19000 LESLIE STREET. SHARON, ONTARIO LOG 1VO 

E.G. FIRE DEPARTMENT AREA 2-4 2-6 2-8 PERMIT NO. - - ---- - -

ANNUAL FIRE PERMIT 
Permission is hereby granted to: 

Name: _ _ _ ~--~~~,.-----------
Person Responsible for Fire 

Telephone No.: ___ ___ ___ _ 

Address: ___ _ ____ -=__,,....,..,,.,....---,--,--;;--::,.-,-,-,-.,.,-...,..,..:;-;::-:-::-;:-;-;::;-:-:;:-------------
Municipal Number & Street/Road Address Including Community and Postal Code 

NOTE: IF THE APPLICANT IS NOT THE OWNER OF THE PROPERTY, THE APPLICANT HEREBY CERTIFIES 
HE/SHE HAS THE OWNER'S PERMISSION TO BURN ON THE PROPERTY 

PLEASE PROVIDE A SKETCH OF YOUR PROPERTY SHOWING THE LOCATION OF BUILDING(S)/STRUCTURES 
AND WHERE YOU PROPOSE TO LOCATE YOUR FIRE IN RELATION TO THE BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES, 
FENCES, HEDGES AND ADJACENT PROPERTIES (please see reverse for requirements). DIMENSIONS MUST BE 
SHOWN. 

I 
I 

I 

I 

For the purposes of having an open fire a) recreational or b) other __ . 
Date: _____ _________ _ Time(s):. ___________ __ _ 

Location : -:-:,.--;-:--:-:-:--.,---:-~--:-=--:--:-:-:-----:--:--:::-,..,.-,::-:-----.:---;;-::-:c,.--,-,----,----------
Municipal Number & Street/Road Address, including Community, if different from above 

Fire Access Route: 

~: Material to be burned must be in accordance with the provisions of the By-law provided (please see reverse) 

This Permit does not exempt the Applicant from the requirements and regulations of other agencies, including the Ministry 
of the Environment. 

In order to burn, you must obtain an Activation Number. You may only activate your Burning Permit according to the 
rules and regulations printed on the back of this Permit. Activations are for three (3) consecutive days other than long 
weekends when they are valid for four {4) days. 

To activate your Burning Permit, please contact our Offices in advance, during regular office hours, {Monday through 
Friday, 8:30a.m. to 3:30p.m.), providing your name, Permit Number and the dates and times you wish to burn. If you 
intend to burn on the weekend, call or visit our Offices before 3:00 p.m. on Friday. RESIDENTS CANNOT ACTIVATE 
BURNING PERMITS BY LEAVING MESSAGES ON OUR TELEPHONE ANSWERING MACHINE. IF YOU DO NOT 
HAVE AN ACTIVATION NUMBER, YOU WILL BE CONSIDERED TO BE BURNING WITHOUT A PERMIT AND 
CHARGED ACCORDINGLY. 

The Applicant acknowledges that he/she has read the Notice with regard to Annual Fire Permit Activation and the 
By-law for Burning on the reverse, and that they understand it and agree to comply with all the provisions of By
law No. 2002-20 and further agrees to assume all responsibility for any damages occurring from the fire for which 
this Permit is issued. 

Date:. ___ _ _ _______ _ 

TOWN OF EAST GWILLIMBURY 
OFFICES: 905-478-4282 
OFFICE HOURS: 
MONDAY- FRIDAY 8:30A.M. - 4:30P.M. 

Signature of Applicant 

Fire Chief or Designate 



TlfE CORPORATION OF TH£ TOWN OF EAST CWfLUM BURY 

BY-LAW N0.2002-20 

1) The provisions of this By· law apply to all lands within the corporate limtts oflhe Town of East Gwillimbury. 

2) No person shall set or maintain a fi re. or permit one to be set or maintained, in the open air without first having obtained the necessary fi re permit 
from the Emergency Services Department oflhe Town of East GwiHimbury. 

3) The Ch1efFire Official or his designate is hereby authorized to issue fire pennitS in the form set out in Schedule' A'. 

4) Except as noted below, no person shall: 
a) bum or pennit to be burned in the open air more than one ( I) cubic metre of material at :my one time; or 
b) se.t or maintain a fire. or permit one to be set or maintained1 in the open air before sunrise or after sunset on any day without the approval of the 

Chief Fire Official, save and exoe1>t a recreational fi re-; 
c) set or maintain a fi re, or permit one to be set or maintained in the open air without having the l'neans of extinguishing the fi re designated in the 

pennit on hand at the site of the fire during the entire time the fi re is burning. 

5) No person shall set or maintain a fire, or permit one to be set or mamtained. in the open air unless one ( 1) person eighteen ( 18) years of age or older 
artends at the site of the fire during the entire time the fire is burning. 

6) No person shall set or mamtain an uncontained fire in the open air, such as a grass fire, or permit such a fire to be set or maintained. 

7) No person shall set or mainhti n a fi re, or 1>crmlt ooe to be set or maintained, in the open air: 
a) on any street, lane, or other public property; or 
b) in front, side or rear yard of any commercial or industrial prope-rty unless specific approval of the Chief fire Official or his designate is given; or 
c) less than J 0 metres (32.8 feet) from any building, structur e, hedge, fence constructed of materials that may burn or melt, \'ebicular 

roadway, overhead wires, or any obstruction of any kind what.~oever that may bu rn or melt. 

8) No per~on shaiJ set or maintain a fi re, or permit one to be set or maintained, in the open air when there is a wind of sufficient strenglb to 
cause any one or more of the foiiO\•ring: 
a) fi re 10 spread through any grass or brush area; or 
b) smoke from the fire to blow across any highway, decre-asing visibility on the highway. or 
c) any unpleasant odour or smoke from the ti re to invade public or private property other than tbat on \\' bich the fi re is burn ing, 

c-ausing discomfon to any person on that pro1Jerty. 

9) No person shall set or maintain a fire during rainy or foggy weather or at times when the appropriate federal or Provincial agency has issued a 
smogalen. 

I 0) Notwithstanding any other provision in chis By-law, che Ch..icf Fire Official or his designate shall issue a fire permit without charge to any bomt tide 
farmer who needs to bum vegetable matter or vegetation in lhe open air on farm lands so long as the farmer can show that he is carrying om a 
routine farming practice. The fi re permit shall specify the day or days on which the farmer proposes to do the burning and the famter shal1 notify 
the Emergency Services Depann1ent each day so specified in the permit before he commences wilh lhe burning. 

ll) All persons sening or malnta.ln a fl!e in the open air and any owner of any property on which a fire is set or maintained. and which is conrrary to any 
provisions ofthis By-law shall be responsible to put out such a fire, and shall be jointly and severally liable for: 
a) any damage to property and/or injury lO persons caused by the fire; and 
b) all costs incurred by the Town of East Gwillimbury in having any fire Depamnem an end to put out the (ire, including the 'vages of firefighting 

personnel and the cost of operating the fi rcfighting vehicles and equipment, and any wat·er usage in connection with putting out the fi re, or the 
costs as se.t out in Schedule ·c· anached hereto, ar the option oflhe Town. 

The costs referred to in clause (b) shall be the costs as determined by the To\>n of East Gwillimbury, and which the Town invoices to such person 
and/or owner. The costs arc payable within five (5) days after the rnaihng or delivery of the invoice. Any costs not paid by the due date will bear 
interest thereon at a rate of 15% per annum and such costs may be added to the collector's roll under the name of the owner of the lands upon which 
the fire was set or maintained, and such costs may be collected in a like manner as municipal taxes. 

12) No J)Crson shall set or maintain any fi re involving prohibited materials. 

13) For the purposes of this By-law prohibited mattri:tls shall include: 
a) industrial materiaJs, such as automobiJe and truck bodies, tirtS, oiJ, grease, paint, cloth, rags, plastics:, shingles:, d rywall, insulation, 

painted or trearcd wood or other materials whose contents include any or the above; 
b) any animal husbandry refuse, such as animal fecal deposits or manure and animal carcasses; 
c) domestic waste such as food scraps, cloth, rags~ clothing an<l house-hold plastics; 
d) namm:tble or combustible liquids or accelerants; 
e) paper or cardboard tha1 may be recycled through the Town of East Gwillimbury's recycling l)rogr:\m except when used for the 

puqJose of starting a fire. 

14) No person shaH set or mamtain any fire involving materials transponcd to the bum site from any other property other than dry seasoned wood 
brought to the sne for the purpose of a recreational fire. 

15) The Chier Fire Orficial has the right to revoke or \Vithhold a fire permit for any Applicanl who, in his sole opinion, is not able to meet the 
requirements o f this By-law or has previously breached a tenn or terms of this By-Jaw. 

16) The owner of the propeny shall be deemed to ha•,.e permitted a fire to be se.t or maintained on the O\\-·ner·s property, unless the owner can establish. 
on a reasonable doubt basis, that the owner did not permit it. 

17) Schedules 'A', 'B' and 'C' . true copies if which are attached hereto and form a part of this By-law are hereby approved. 

Part 2 Recreational Fi res 
I) For the purposes of this By-law a recreational fi re shall have the following regulations: 

a. The fire may only be between 4 p.m. of one day and I a.m. of the following day; 
b. No material other than commercially produced charcoal, briquenes or clean. dry seasoned wood may be burned; 
c. Recreational burnings shall be confined to non-combustible containers or to a pn no larger than 61 centimeters (2 feet) in size. 
d. The dimensions of the fuel being burned shalt not be greater than the size of the container or fi re pit and shall be totally confined withm the 

comainer or pit 31 all times. 
e. The height of the fuel being burned shall not be greater than 61 centimeters (2 feet). 
f. The fi re permn application will note that it is for a recreational fire. 
g. AIJ other provisions of this By-law no! inconsistent with this Part shall apply. 

2) A fire that is burning in a steel fire box or barrel wi!h or without a screened opening, clay fire pots. ceramic fire pots, acorn stoves or other similar 
outdoor burning equipment is deemed to be an open air recreational fire. 

3) This By-law does not apply to a fi re contained emirely wilhin a fixed or portable barbecue for cooking rood. 

Pan 3 Penalty Provjsjon 
I) Every person who contravenes any provision of this By-law is guil()' of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine as provided under the 

Provincial Offences Ac[, R.$.0 ., 1990, c.P.33. as amended, for each offence committed. 

SfliED E •"R-· SQ.:!I· DULE ''C" 
PERMIT FEE VI( .ATION CHARGES 
AnnuaiiCalendar Year} s 20.00 SECTION FEE 
Oversized Fires $100.00 Charge for violation $ 5 I 5.00 (First Offence) 
Special Pcmut Fi1·es $500.00 $1,030.00 (Any Subsequent Offence) or 

:n 1he oouon of the Town 
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T HE CORPORATIO='l OF THE TOWN OF EAST GWI LLIMBURY 

PERMIT 

Annual (Calendar Year) 

Oversized Fire 

Special Fire 

BY-LAW NO. 2002-20 

SCITEDULE "B" 

FEE 

$ 20.00 

$100.00 

$500.00 
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THE CORPORA TLON OF THE TOWN OF EAST GWILLIMBURV 

BY-LAW NO. 2002- 20 

SCHEDULE "C" 

VIOLATION CHARGES 

SIZCTION FEE 

Charge for violation $ 515.00 (First Offence) 
$1,030.00 (Any Subsequent Offence) 
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THE MUNICIPAL CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF EAST GWILLIMBURY 
19000 LESLIE STREET, SHARON, ONTARIO LOG 1VO 

E.G. FIRE DEPARTMENT AREA 2-4 2·6 2-8 PERMIT NO.-------

ANNUAL FIRE PERMIT 

Permission is hereby granted to: 

Name:: __ ~--~--~~~~----------------
Person Responsible for Fire 

Telephone No.:. _ ____________ _ 

Address:....,..,.-,-.,.-:-:-:--:---:~--.=~;:-:;:;=:-;:::==:-=:=:=::-:::::.;::::;:~;:;;;:--------------
Municipal Number & StreeVRoad Address lndud1ng Community and Postal Code 

NOTE: IF THE APPLICANT IS NOT THE OWNER OF THE PROPERTY, THE APPLICANT HEREBY CERTIFIES 
HE/SHE HAS THE OWNER'S PERMISSION TO BURN ON THE PROPERTY 

PLEASE PROVIDE A SKETCH OF YOUR PROPERTY SHOWING THE LOCATION OF BUILDING(S)/STRUCTURES 
AND WHERE YOU PROPOSE TO LOCATE YOUR FIRE IN RELATION TO THE BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES, 
FENCES, HEDGES AND ADJACENT PROPERTIES {please see reverse for requirements). DIMENSIONS MUST BE 
SHOWN. 

I 

I 
I 

I 

I 
I 

I 

. ' 

I I 
I 
I 

I ' 
1 I T 

For the purposes of having an open fire a) recreational__ or b) other ___ : 
Date: _ ____________ _ Time(s):. ____ __________________ _ 

Location:.--:c:--:-:--,..,.,,--,--...,....,,---,-::,--.,....,.-.,..,---,-.,...-,,---=----:----:c:-::::---..,.-:,---:----------
Municipal Number & SlreeVRoad Address, including Community, if different from above 

F1re Access Route: 

1--

NOTE Material to be bumed must be in accordance with the provisions of the By-law provided (please see reverse) 

This Permit does not exempt the Applicant from the requirements and regulations of other agencies, including the Ministry 
of the Environment. 

In order to burn, you must obtain an Activation Number. You may only activate your Burning Permit according to the 
rules and regulations printed on the back of this Permit Activations are for three (3) consecutive days other than long 
weekends when they are valid for four (4) days. 

To activate your Burning Perm1t, please contact our Offices in advance, during regular office hours, (Monday through 
Friday, 8.30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.), provid1ng your name, Permit Number and the dates and bmes you wish to bum. If you 
intend to bum on the weekend, call or visit our Offices before 3:00p.m. on Friday. RESIDENTS CANNOT ACTIVATE 
BURNING PERMITS BY LEAVING MESSAGES ON OUR TELEPHONE ANSWERING MACHINE. IF YOU DO NOT 
HAVE AN ACTIVATION NUMBER, YOU WILL BE CONSIDERED TO BE BURNING WITHOUT A PERMIT AND 
CHARGED ACCORDINGLY. 

The Applicant acknowledges that he/she has read the Notice with regard to Annual Fire Permit Activation and the 
By-law for Burning on the reverse, and that they understand It and agree to comply with all the provisions of By
law No. 2002-20 and further agrees to assume all responsibility for any damages occurring from the fire for which 
this Permit is issued. 

Date .. _----------------

TOWN OF EAST GWILLIMBURY 
OFFICES: 905-478-4282 
OFFICE HOURS: 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:30A.M.- 4:30P.M. 

S1gnature of Applicant 

Fire Chief or Designale 


