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PRESERVING OUR PAST 
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Ontario Heritage Act  

• Give municipalities and provincial government powers to 
preserve the heritage of Ontario 

 

Purpose 

• protect heritage properties and archaeological sites 

Focus 

    

http://www.mtc.gov.on.ca/en/home.shtml
http://www.ontario.ca/en/residents/index.htm
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Ontario Heritage Act - Continued  

What does it do? 

• Enables municipal designation and listing 

• Permits archaeological licensing and site protection 

• Sets out roles (Minister of Culture, municipality) 

• Establishes provincial agencies 
− Ontario Heritage Trust 
− Conservation Review Board 
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Ontario Heritage Act - Continued  

• Powers to protect properties identified as being of heritage 
value 

 

 

Municipal Role 

• Tools to conserve heritage 
resources and achieve compatible 
development 

 
 

 



5 

Ontario Heritage Act - Continued 

• Differing viewpoints as to historic 
value 

• Heritage values may conflict 

• Heritage values may change over time 

 

Issues Related to Heritage Value 

• Heritage values may be at 
different levels 
− International 
− National 
− Provincial 
− Local 
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 Ontario Heritage Act 

 

TOOLS 

— Designation under Part IV 

— Heritage Conservation Districts and 
Landscapes 

— Incentives 

— Register of Cultural Heritage Properties 
 “Listing” 

Using Heritage Act Tools 
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• Identifying the property as a candidate for designation 

 

 
 

 

Designation – Part IV, Individual Properties 

Using Heritage Act Tools - Continued  

• Researching and evaluating property 

• Placing property on municipal register 

• Passing and registering Designation 
By-law 

• Serving Notice of Intention to 
Designate 

• Placing property on provincial register 
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Using Heritage Act Tools - Continued  

 Property must meet “one or more” of the prescribed criteria 

− Design/physical value 

− Historical/associate value 

− Contextual value 

 Nomination to Canadian Register of Historic Places 

Evaluation Criteria 



Using Heritage Act Tools - Continued  

Examples 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Designated in May 1996 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Green Lane/Roger’s Reservoir 

“Kelley Swing Bridge” 



Using Heritage Act Tools - Continued  

Examples 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Designated in May 2010 

 To be incorporated in future development 
plans 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18474 Yonge Street 

“The Millard House” 



Using Heritage Act Tools - Continued  

Examples 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Designated in September 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1701 Queensville Sideroad 
 

“Queensville Radial 
  Line Station” 
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 Not designated but considered to be of potential cultural 
heritage value 

 Provides interim protection for 
properties (i.e. demolition, 
renovation, construction) 

 

“THE LIST” – ITS FUNCTION 

 May be precursor to considering 
designation 

  Properties may be added or 
removed (assessment) 

 

 
 The list is always a work in progress 

 

Using Heritage Act Tools - Continued  
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THE LIST 

 Comprehensive List of Properties of Heritage and 
Historical Significance 

 — First List Approved by Council – October 2006 

— Revised List approved in December 
2011, subject to public consultation 
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The List - Continued 

 Why is it of cultural heritage value? 

 
— Architectural 

— Historical Event 

— Significant person 
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THE DATABASE 

 General Location 

 Assessment Roll Number 

 Address 

 Construction Date 

 Architectural Details 

The List - Continued 
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THE DATABASE 

 Link to GIS 

 The Story 

 Notes 

 Present Use 

 Listed/Plaqued/Designated 

 Photos 

The List - Continued 



17 

MAPS 

RURAL AREA 

The List - Continued 
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MAPS 

MOUNT ALBERT 

The List - Continued 
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MAPS 

SHARON 

The List - Continued 
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MAPS 

QUEENSVILLE 

The List - Continued 
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MAPS 

DRAFT REGISTER 

HOLLAND LANDING 
AND 

RIVER DRIVE PARK 
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Interactive 
Website 



23 

Interactive 
Website 
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Interactive 
Website 
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Interactive 
Website 
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Interactive 
Website 
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Interactive 
Website 
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Clear Expectations 

Clear and User Friendly Policies/Guidelines 

 OP policies and heritage register sets out municipal 
expectations 

 Helps to achieve more compatible development proposals 

 Creative design in heritage areas to achieve compatible 
development 

 Transparent process for approvals and design review 
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Apply the Rules Consistently 

Clear Expectations - Continued 

 Clear and reasonable policies to achieve heritage conservation 
and quality urban design 

 Build awareness 

 Define character elements and effective policies to ensure 
conservation and long-term viability 

 Reasonable flexibility to facilitate investment and upkeep  
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CLEAR EXPECTATIONS 

 Transparent process for approvals and design review 

 Build awareness 

 Applies the rules consistently 

 Reasonable flexibility to facilitate investment and upkeep 

CLEAR AND USER FRIENDLY 
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PROCESS - LISTED 

Request 
Submitted 

Review of 
Submission 

Staff 

Heritage Advisory Committee 

Comments Prepared 
(discussion with proponent) 

Comments 
Provided 

Building Permit 
Process 

LISTED PROPERTIES 

 Renovations, Additions, 
Alterations 

Report to Council 
Recommending Designation Process 

Council Decision 

Building Permit Process 

positive 

negative 

Designation Process 

OR 
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PROCESS - LISTED 

Request 
Submitted 

Review of 
Submission 

Staff 

Heritage Advisory Committee 

Report to Council with 
Recommendations 

Letter of Approval 
(may contain conditions) 

LISTED PROPERTIES 

 Demolitions 

approved refused 

Letter of Denial 

Designation Process 
Demolition and Site 

Inspection 
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How can you be involved? 
 

CULTURAL HERITAGE PROPERTIES 


